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Dear Friends and Family,
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We want to wish you a Joyful New Year as you serve our Lord! The year 2018 was a joyful year for us.
Kamizono and Nakaburi Congregations: It has been a joy to serve the Lord once a month with the Kamizono congregation. It keeps me studying deeply in the Word as I prepare sermons each month and that is
a delight in itself! We normally worship with the Nakaburi congregation next door and I preach several
times each year here, too; Rickie plays piano for the worship time a couple times a month. Rickie’s Ladies
Bible class is also a delight. Pray for these ladies that they will give themselves to the Lord!
Osaka Bible Seminary is a priority, as I can be of encouragement to the students and staff. I attend
chapel twice a week and preach once a month during the school year.
Mongolia: Our trips to Mongolia are as much an encouragement to us as we are to the Centurions Ministry staff, cadets and officers. It is refreshing to see their heart for those who do not know the love of
God and how He sent His son to this “dirty little tennis ball” (as C.S. Lewis describes the earth), so that
all can choose to be a part of His Kingdom and have eternal life! It was a real joy last year to guide the
father of one of our faithful workers in receiving Jesus Christ into his heart and life. Please continue to
pray for him for healing of his cancer!
Kansai Christian School: We have spent much time in board meetings and Rickie’s work at school, in
helping produce documents that we trust are leading to conditional accreditation with WASC. Our number of students is a record high of 51 in the 48 years of the school’s existence.
International Nights at Hikari-no-Ie (House of Light): We are seeing “seekers” become “believers” as
a result of our International Nights and other influences in their lives. It is well worth our time and
preparations for each month’s get-together! The spirit of these evenings is just special!
Our Summer in the States traveling among our supporting congregations and individuals (both those
supporting OBS and those supporting us personally) was wonderful, as exhausting as it was, and a real
blessing to be able to be with all, encouraging and being encouraged!
We took a 2-week vacation the last week of December and the first week of January to attend our
oldest granddaughter Michaela’s wedding to Sam Richardson in Havre de Grace, Maryland. They met at
Milligan College and dated for three years before their engagement on December 28, 2017. They planned
their wedding to be on the one-year anniversary of their engagement. It was a precious family time with
Chris and Jocelyn and family, and we also enjoyed seeing the rest of our Stateside family: Jeremy and
Amy with Edison in Raleigh, NC, and Jonathan with Chi and Sean in Southern California.
We were both surprised on January 24th when Rickie suddenly suffered an Acute Aorta Dissection
while we were visiting a museum of early Christianity in our area. It was not a heart attack, but a very
serious aorta condition that could have been fatal without immediate attention. We rushed to our local
university hospital and after an immediate CT scan, Rickie was diagnosed and admitted to the cardiac
ICU, where she stayed for 12 days. She is now “wireless” and has been moved to a regular room, but will
be hospitalized for at least a month while being treated with a heavy regimen of medical therapy to reduce her blood pressure in an effort to prevent a recursion as well as allow her aorta inner walls to heal.
Plans for the future include NOT retiring, but continuing to do as the Lord leads in our various ministries. We know that the Lord can use us as we serve Him here in Japan and Mongolia—our longevity and
this season of aging has “earned” us even greater respect and reception among those we serve!!
May the Lord bless you richly as you continue to serve Him in your callings with Joy where He has put
you! Please remember to pray for those the Lord puts in our life that they may know the Joy of Jesus in
their lives.
“Unto HIM,” Paul and Rickie Clark
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