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Osaka Bible Seminary — Jesus for Japan 

 CHRISTMAS GREETINGS from the Clarks to each of you!  Though Jesus, the Christ 
(Messiah) was born a babe, and we like to celebrate that, He was actually BORN TO DIE for 
us in order to cover our sin and present us as His bride, spotless and perfect, to God our Fa-
ther! That one event changed the world! “Christ is the end of the law” (Gal. 4:4,5; Rom. 10:4) 
and now we live in the age of GRACE. As Christians we can say with the apostle Paul, “It is 
by grace (we) have been saved, through faith . . . It is the gift of God!” (Eph. 2:9). We must, 
however accept that wonderful gift by yielding our lives to Him! 
   We had a great turn-out of around 30 for our CHRISTMAS INTERNATIONAL NIGHT  
on December 6th.  (We always have more of a crowd when we have a 

potluck dinner!
☺) We have 
several high 
school stu-
dents attend-
ing our Inter-
national 
Nights 

now and two of them played guitars to 
accompany our Christmas carols.  Our 
times together as a “family” really ap-
peal to those who do not have Christian 
families in Japan or who just want to 
hang out with other believers and bring 
their friends along, some of them non-believers. 
   The OSAKA BIBLE SEMINARY staff and some of our students 
celebrated the end of the 2nd term with 
a Korean dinner at a downtown restau-

rant.  We had hot food and a warm time of fellowship.  Some 
great news is that we expect at least four new students in the 
new school year!  The Christmas Program at KANSAI CHRIS-
TIAN SCHOOL was held on the 19th and many non-Christian par-
ents and relatives were in attendance.  Our high school students 
sang a beautiful old German Christmas carol a capella and in four-
part harmony.   Children also did a play written by the Lower Elementary teacher.   

   NAKABURI CHURCH’s Candlelight Service will 
take place on Christmas Eve.  Pray that through 
these events and our love, people’s lives will be 
touched and changed. 

The story from an apron! 



A FAMILY STORY 
Before we moved to Japan in July of 1985, we wondered if we would be able to celebrate our 
family Christmas as we did in the States.  My parents no longer celebrated Christmas Ameri-

can style and we didn’t want to offend them, so in 
1984 I filled a little box with grass from Lincoln, 
IL, put a Christ-child in it, and hung an angel 
above it, so we could use that scene to remember 
“the reason for the season!” However, late in the 
fall of 1985 after we arrived, my dad and I made 
a trip to get some firewood for our fireplace.  
Dad surprised me by bringing me a strange-
looking pine tree and asked if that would do for 

our Christmas tree!  The “tree” was 
about 5 feet wide and 12 inches deep, but our family has 
wonderful memories of that first Christmas in Japan!  
Every year we still hang the angel over the Christ-child ly-
ing in the faded 30-year-old Lincoln, IL, grass! 
Here is a brief update on our family, now numbering 22 
members!  Chad and Jennifer Huddleston with Anika (16), 
Josiah (14), Caleb (10), Katia (9) and Gideon (7) continue 
their mission work in Ishinomaki. We rejoiced on Skype 
with Anika as she gave her life to the Lord in October and 

was baptized in the ocean where the tsunami hit so devastatingly. They will drive the 12-hour 
trip to have a late Christmas time with us.  Chris and Jocelyn Wolfe in Columbia, MO, con-
tinue to serve the Lord as ours and Chad and Jennifer’s forwarding agents, for which we are 
very grateful. Michaela (18), is now a freshman at Milligan College, and Benjamin (16), Elijah 
(15), Johanna (13) and Ami (8) still keep their parents busy with home schooling and other ac-
tivities.  Jeremy and Amy Clark gave us our 12th grandchild, Edison (1), who was born on 
their anniversary in 2013. They had a beautiful modern house built in Raleigh, NC, where they 
work from home, and we enjoyed a visit with them last Christmas. Jeremy always designs our 
calendar which we send to our supporters.  Jonathan and Yuki Clark with Sean (5) live in 
Southern California and we got to see them a few times last summer and fall.  Sean stayed 
with us for almost a week while Yuki was recovering from surgery and went to KCS with Rickie 
3 days!  We are very thankful for the Lord’s healing from my Brachytherapy treatment for 
prostate cancer and my recent back surgery necessary from an early tennis career. I am with-
out back pain, have unrestricted movement and can walk upright and stand straight now! “PTL!” 
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