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THE 70TH ALL JAPAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION of the Christian Churches and Churches of Christ in Japan was held in August in the city of Akita, way
up in northwestern corner of Honshu, Japan. This was the place where our first
missionaries, who arrived in 1883, established their first congregation. One of
the sessions was held in that same church building site, where a congregation
continues to be active, along with sponsoring a pre-school program. We enjoyed
the fellowship and also took a tour to see the graves of those first missionaries.
After coming back to Osaka by ferry in order to arrive in time for me to
preach at Kamizono, I took the bullet train back up to Yokohama for the ACMF
East Asia Conference. (See page two.)

Worship time at
the original
church building
site of the
1800s

HIKARI NO IE in Japanese means “House of
Yu and Mom
Light.” Through our hospitality ministry we hope
and trust that our guests will come to realize that
the true light is Jesus, the Light of the World. In
John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” In August
and September we entertained many people in our
home, Hikari no Ie.
Our Yu Yamada, a graduate of Kansai Christian
School, now a senior at Lincoln Christian University, was home for the summer. He is in the process of applying to
Lincoln Christian Seminary as a Biblical Studies major (including
Greek and Hebrew!). While home, we had him and his mom, a teacher
at KCS, over for dinner.
Debra Baumann, our new principal at KCS arrived August 9th and
Donovan & Stephanie
we, along with Yu’s mom Ikumi, met her at the airport. We feel
like we’ve known each other for many years already—a “wow”
confirmation of God’s blessing KCS!
Gansukh and Muujii, Mongolian friends whom we have known
for 16 years, first as cadets, then Gansukh as CM staff, were
“Deer”
here for nine days. Gansukh is temporarily working in Japan and
Mongolian
his wife Muujii, a neurosurgeon, came to visit him here. We
Friends at
showed them many places in our area as well as taking them
Nara Park
shopping. Communication was limited to his simple Japanese and
he interpreted to her in Mongolian. They are faithful followers
of Jesus with two sons, 6 and 9.
Last summer on our return back to Japan from our time in the States, we sat by Stephanie,
a young lady from New York City who is teaching English in Tokyo. We invited her to come to
Osaka sometime and she took us up on it this year and brought along a good friend of hers,
also an English teacher from New York City. We enjoyed the opportunity to provide a place for
them to stay for a couple nights. You are always welcome, too.
During this time, as well, we had a welcome visit from Chad and Jennifer and their three still
-at-home kids for a couple nights in September. They had driven down (11 hours) for a church
retreat and we were privileged to help celebrate Gideon’s 12th birthday.
Ikumi and Debbie

Fun game time

INTERNATIONAL NIGHTS at HIKARI NO IE are another very signifi- at International
Night!
cant way of entertaining and sharing God’s love with them in our comfortable
home atmosphere. We had 35 guests in September and 49 this month
(October)! We play fun games, have snacks, good conversation, and then sing
praises to our Lord followed by a Bible study. A quarter or more of our guests
are not yet believers. They come back because they are comfortable being in
someone’s home and enjoy the fellowship. Since our “worship team” all left
for college or moved away from Japan last summer, we have a new team led
by an airline pilot, members of his family and another KCS student at the
keyboard. God always provides!
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WONDERFUL NEWS from the Nakaburi ConStudying the Word together
New Brother in Christ!
gregation of believers! Brother Makoto Furuta
made his confession of belief in Jesus Christ as
God’s Son earlier this summer and was immersed
into Christ in August! For four years, he has
studied God’s Word 4-6 hours a week with Pastor
Kimura and continues to do so. He has also participated in our International Nights regularly
for over two years. Makoto attended Sunday
School when he was about seven years old and his
mother, who is not yet a believer, helped with
our pre-school Mokyoroom program for several years. His parents, in support, attended his baptismal service.
The ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN MILITARY FELLOWSHIPS (ACMF)
held their conference in Yokohama, Japan, this year. It was a wonderful time
of fellowship with Christian military people from Japan, Taiwan, Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka and Mongolia. We had a strong group of ten
from Mongolia (rivaling the usually large Korean group for once!) and I spent six days with
them. They had asked me to come translate as
they went sight-seeing while being hosted by a
local congregation in that area for three days.
The team from Mongolia with General
and Mrs. Weerasooriya from Sri Lanka

Truly in
Christ
there is
no
East
or
West!

KANSAI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL started the school year with a
new principal, 3 new teachers, and a record 48 students representing eight different countries. People always comment when
visiting KCS about the love and peace they
sense on campus. Our new principal, Debra
Baumann, has been welcomed by all and is
leading the school with confidence, knowing
this is where God has led her. Bible is
taught every day and chapel is held every
Friday. Our work on the accreditation process continues. We look forward to another great school year! (While I was in Yokohama, Rickie was attending a retreat and
Debbie Baumann,
busy preparing for the new school year.)
KCS Principal

Col. Engkhbayar

Director
Sumya

What a joyful fellowship!
Japanese to English to Mongolian

First chapel of the new school year

PERSONAL NEWS: On the way to the airport to pick up Gansukh with his wife Muujii, I was rear-ended by a
BIG flat-bed truck at a toll booth! Really, it was just a bump, hardly felt, and no one was hurt, but our 11-year-old
car was totaled because it would have cost more than it was worth to fix it. The truck company’s insurance sent a
payment and we are driving a loaner until our garage finds a good used car for us. Praise God for his protection!
I celebrated my 80th birthday (Psalm 90:10) in September, both at
home and at our September International Night. I am the oldest male
member of my Clark family for three or more
generations and am grateful to God for the life
Celebrating 80!
He has given me to serve Him.
Gideon
On our way to the convention we stopped for a
two-day visit with family. We met Chad, Jennifer Anika (home from college in the USA),
Caleb
Anika
Katia
Caleb, Katia and Gideon at a rented cabin near
Sendai. (Josiah is working at a Christian camp in
Canada.) Being with family is always special.
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